Lapwai Creek BPA Satellite and Aerial Imagery

05.02. EPA GIRAS Land Cover
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3.0

File Format

ESRI ArcView polygon shapefile theme composed of several
files.

Theme Metadata
Metadata provided by USGS.

Description

The U.S. EPA GIRAS land cover dataset is 1:250,000 scale
land cover vector theme comprised of nine land cover types.
Land cover types follow the Anderson Level |l classification
scheme. Land cover data for GIRAS was compiled from multiple
sources in the 1970’s and early 1980’s. EPA distributes GIRAS
data as part of the BASINS model dataset.

The GIRAS Land use and land cover data is useful for small scale
environmental assessment of land use patterns with respect to
water quality analysis, growth management, and other types of
environmental impact assessment. In analysis, GIRAS data has
mostly been replaced by the 1992 NLCD data and eventually the
second-generation land cover dataset (MRLC 2000) being
developed from Landsat 7 imagery. The GIRAS data may offer
useful historical information. Its generalized shapefile format
simplifies and clarifies some map compositions that only need to
show broad landcover and land use patterns that are slow to
change with time.

4.0

Projection

Universal Transverse Mercator Zone 11 North, North American
Datum of 1927.
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